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Abstract

This paper explores the impact of contemporary education on Dalit women in Kerala across
cultural, economic, social, and political spheres. Despite facing significant barriers rooted in
caste, gender, and economic status, Dalit women stand to benefit from modern education in
various ways. Education can empower them to access and participate in mainstream cultural
traditions, challenge discriminatory norms, and create new cultural practices that reflect their
identity and experiences. Additionally, education equips Dalit women with skills and
knowledge to engage in the workforce, contribute to economic growth, and advocate for
social justice and equality. Through education, Dalit women can become leaders, role
models, and mentors within their communities, inspiring others to pursue education and
social mobility. However, challenges remain in ensuring equitable access to education for all
Dalit women. Despite these challenges, education emerges as a transformative tool for Dalit
women in Kerala, empowering them to challenge oppressive systems, foster social inclusion,

and strive for a more equitable society.
Modern Educational Impact on Culture

Dalit women in Kerala, like many other excluded groups, suffer substantial barriers in
accessing and engaging in mainstream cultural traditions. These problems are frequently
worsened by the junction of their caste, gender, and economic position, which may restrict
their possibilities and resources for cultural expression and involvement. Dalit patriarchy is
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one of the prominent obstacles against Dalit women education. Dalit Women getting
educated is vital to expose the social norms of patriarchy which dominates in Indian formal

educational system (Mathew, 2016).

In this context, it is crucial to study the ways in which contemporary education might serve
as a tool for Dalit women to access and engage in culture, while simultaneously critically
assessing the problems and constraints they may experience in doing so. By doing so, we
may better understand the interaction of caste, gender, and education in Kerala, and find
solutions for fostering greater social inclusion and equality for all persons, regardless of their

origin or position.

Modern education in Kerala can give Dalit women with the required skills and information to
connect with and participate in mainstream cultural traditions. This is because contemporary
education stresses the development of critical thinking abilities, which helps people to study
and comprehend the world around them. By learning about the majority culture and its
rituals, Dalit women may obtain a greater knowledge of the social norms and expectations
that govern mainstream cultural behaviours. Yet, contemporary education may be a
tremendous instrument for Dalit women to exercise and access culture, as well as replicate
culture in new and unique ways. By equipping students with the necessary skills and
information to interact with mainstream cultural activities, contemporary education may
foster greater social participation and togetherness. It may also enable Dalit women to
confront and subvert oppressive traditions, and establish new cultural practises that are more
representative of their own identity and experiences. With this awareness, Dalit women may
negotiate social settings with more confidence and express their own cultural identity in a
manner that is both polite and aggressive. For example, they may be more qualified to engage

in religious or cultural activities, such as weddings or festivals, which are frequently
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dominated by the upper-caste society. This may assist to break down the boundaries that exist

between various groups and foster more social cohesiveness.

Additionally, contemporary education may empower Dalit women to question and undermine
prevailing cultural practices that perpetuate caste-based discrimination and gender-based
oppression. By critically evaluating cultural norms and values, Dalit women may gain a more
nuanced awareness of their own identity and the ways in which cultural practices may be
exploited to marginalize and exclude them. They may then utilise this information to

advocate for change and fight discriminatory behaviours.

In essence, contemporary education in Kerala may give Dalit women with the skills and
information required to connect with and participate in mainstream cultural traditions. By
learning about the majority culture and its norms, Dalit women may obtain the courage to
negotiate social settings and express their own cultural identity. This may encourage better
social participation and cohesiveness, while also opposing discriminatory behaviours and
fostering greater equality. In addition to equipping Dalit women with the skills and
knowledge to participate with mainstream cultural practises, contemporary education in
Kerala may also enable them to establish new cultural practises and express their cultural
identity in new and inventive ways. Dalit women may access new technology and channels
for creative expression, including as social media and online content production tools. People
may utilise these platforms to communicate their cultural traditions and experiences with a
broader audience and build new cultural practises that are inclusive and respectful of their

own culture.

Nevertheless, Modern education may also give Dalit women with the tools and knowledge to

oppose and undermine dominant cultural norms in more subtle ways. For example, by

36 www.jpmjournal.jpmcollege.ac.in
Peer-Reviewed Journal



ﬂj JPM Journal for Multidisciplinary Research
|

E-ISSN: Volume I Issue | January 2024

becoming leaders in their communities, Dalit women may encourage new cultural traditions
that are more inclusive and equitable. They may also advocate for policies and practises that
promote greater social justice and fairness, such as affirmative action programmes and anti-
discrimination legislation. One research, based on interview from a slum, state that women in
the slum are willingly converted to Christianity which gave them new identity and dignity
(Shah & Carpenter, 2018). By critically scrutinising cultural practises and beliefs, Dalit
women may challenge negative stereotypes and create more inclusive and equitable cultural
norms. For example, they might question the concept that specific jobs or duties are restricted
solely for persons from certain castes or genders. They may also oppose discriminatory
behaviours such as untouchability or gender-based violence, and promote more inclusive and

equitable social norms.

Therefore, contemporary education in Kerala may serve as a strong instrument for Dalit
women to exercise and access culture, while also replicating culture in new and novel ways.
By equipping students with the necessary skills and information to interact with mainstream
cultural activities, contemporary education may foster greater social participation and
togetherness. Nonetheless, it is vital to emphasise that access to modern education remains a
substantial issue for many Dalit women, and greater efforts are required to guarantee that all
persons have equitable access to education and the benefits it affords. Modern education in
Kerala may enable Dalit women to confront and modify parts of culture that perpetuate caste-

based discrimination and gender-based oppression.

They might utilise their knowledge to participate in public debate and create better awareness
and understanding of the difficulties faced by Dalit women in their communities. They may
also collaborate with other disadvantaged groups to lobby for laws and practises that promote

greater social justice and equality. By these activities, Dalit women may modify cultural
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practises and values, foster more social inclusion and cohesiveness, and challenge
discriminatory behaviours and conventions. This may assist to establish a more fair and equal
society, where all persons are appreciated and respected regardless of their caste, gender, or

economic standing.

Yet, it is crucial to emphasise that changing current cultural practises and norms may be a
tough and complicated process, especially for persons from disadvantaged populations. It
may involve great guts and commitment, and may also result in reaction or hostility from
persons or organisations that profit from the current quo. Hence, it is necessary to give
assistance and resources to Dalit women who are trying to confront and modify traditional
practises and beliefs, and to raise better awareness and understanding of the difficulties they
face. In Kerala, Dalit women have a rich cultural tradition that has frequently been
disregarded or side-lined in mainstream cultural activities. Nonetheless, contemporary
schooling may give opportunity for Dalit women to celebrate and retain their own cultural

traditions.

For example, by learning about their own history, language, and cultural traditions, Dalit
women may recover their cultural legacy and pass it on to future generations. People may
engage in cultural activities and festivals that exhibit their distinctive customs and practises,

and develop deeper knowledge and respect of their cultural identity.

Additionally, contemporary education may give Dalit women with the necessary skills and
information to chronicle and preserve their cultural traditions via many media, including as
oral history, literature, music, and art. Individuals may utilise these channels to develop new
cultural expressions that reflect their own experiences and ideas, and share them with a
broader audience. Ultimately, contemporary education in Kerala may give chances for Dalit
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women to enjoy and retain their cultural traditions, while simultaneously encouraging greater
social inclusion and fairness. By recovering and sharing their cultural legacy, Dalit women
may enhance the cultural landscape of Kerala and contribute to a more diversified and

dynamic community.
Social, Political and Economic Impact of Dalit Education

Dalit women in Kerala confront considerable challenges in acquiring education and engaging
in the workforce owing to their caste, gender, and economic position. But contemporary
education can give individuals with the required skills and knowledge to overcome these

hurdles and engage in numerous sectors and businesses.

Dalit women may obtain technical and professional abilities that are in demand in the
employment market. Individuals may pursue employment in many industries such as
healthcare, education, technology, and business, among others. Modern education may also
give individuals with chances for vocational training and entrepreneurship, allowing them to
establish their own enterprises and generate new economic prospects for themselves and

others in their communities.

By joining in the labour, Dalit women may contribute to the economic growth of Kerala.
Their talents and knowledge may assist to fuel innovation, enhance productivity, and develop
the economy. Women may also become role models for other women in their communities,
motivating them to seek education and economic development. Economic empowerment may
have a good influence on the general well-being of Dalit women and their families. It may
help people to access better healthcare, education, and housing, and enhance their level of

life. Economic empowerment may also assist to break the cycle of poverty and
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marginalization that many Dalit women suffer, allowing them to attain more social mobility

and upward mobility.

With contemporary education, Dalit women in Kerala may become effective champions for
social justice and equality. Critiques asserts that the sense reality portrayed by no Dalit
women is less legitimate and partially addresses there problem and non-Dalits. (Paik, 2014).
Students may learn about the history of discrimination and oppression endured by Dalits and
other disadvantaged populations in Kerala, and use this information to question current power

structures and push for legislative reforms.

Dalit women may utilize their knowledge to campaign for policies that promote social justice
and equality, such as anti-discrimination legislation, affirmative action programmes, and
initiatives to improve access to education and healthcare. They may also join in community
organizing and social movements to raise awareness about social justice concerns and
establish collective action to resist prejudice and exclusion. “Dalit women alone can offer a
more encompassing view of social reality, because certain non-Dalit women activists

remained ambivalent regarding the critique of caste (Guru, 1995, p. 2549)”.

Additionally, contemporary education may educate Dalit women with the critical thinking
skills and information to confront negative prejudices and promote inclusive and equitable
cultural norms. They may utilise their knowledge to oppose patriarchal and caste-based ideas

that promote discrimination and violence against women and oppressed people.

“While contemplating on Dalit girls’ education, a large body of research and policy draughts
generally draws from the integration of enrolment and appropriation politics (around being a
‘Dalit’ and ‘women’) to explore the educational experiences and challenges of Dalit girls in

the Indian education system”. (Shah & Carpenter, 2018). In Kerala, Dalit women have
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traditionally faced considerable impediments to political involvement and representation
owing to their caste and gender identity. But contemporary education may empower people
with the skills and information to navigate the political process and fight for their interests

and those of their communities.

Through contemporary education, Dalit women may learn about the political system and the
role of government in achieving social justice and equality. Students may obtain information
about political institutions and processes, as well as the skills required to participate in
political lobbying and activity. Dalit women in local politics makes them relay on their
capabilities and obtain the capacity for decision making and makes them capable to overcome
caste prejudice and discrimination (Shokeen, 2022). Dalit women who obtain contemporary
education may become leaders and representatives in local and national governments, and
work towards advancing policies and programmes that benefit underprivileged communities.
They may utilise their positions to campaign for problems such as access to education,
healthcare, and housing, as well as legislation that promote social justice and equality.
Additionally, Dalit women with the critical thinking and communication skills required to
actively participate in political dialogue and debate. They may utilise their education to voice
their opinions and concerns, participate in discourse with other stakeholders, and establish

coalitions to promote their interests.

In Kerala, Dalit women who obtain contemporary education may serve as significant role
models for others in their communities, especially for young girls who may face comparable
challenges to education and social mobility. By pursuing education and attaining their
objectives, Dalit women may inspire and empower others to do the same. They may serve as
real evidence that education is a significant instrument for social mobility and can help break

the cycle of poverty and marginalisation that many Dalit families suffer.
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Dalit women who obtain contemporary education may also act as mentors and trainers for
younger females in their communities. They may share their experiences and give guidance
and support to assist younger girls negotiate the hurdles of obtaining school and achieving
their ambitions. Additionally, as role models, Dalit women may assist to counter negative
stereotypes and create good images of Dalit women and girls. They can show that Dalit
women are competent and worthy of education and social mobility, and may challenge
patriarchal and caste-based views that perpetuate discrimination and violence against women

and oppressed populations.

Ultimately, by gaining contemporary education, Dalit women in Kerala may become
formidable champions for social justice and equality. They may utilise their knowledge to
oppose discriminatory behaviours and laws, promote inclusive and egalitarian cultural norms,
and strive towards establishing a more fair and equitable society for everyone. Dalit women
in Kerala may become great role models for others in their communities. They may
encourage and motivate others to seek education and accomplish their objectives, act as
mentors and guides for younger girls, and assist to break the cycle of poverty and
marginalisation. Overall, contemporary education can equip Dalit women in Kerala to engage
in the political process and fight for their interests and those of their communities. It may
equip students with the skills and information required to participate in political advocacy
and activism, become leaders and representatives in government, and work towards

advocating policies and programmes that benefit underrepresented communities.
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